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2. The three packages must be placed on a 
vibrating platform that has a vertical dou-
ble-amplitude (peak-to-peak displacement) 
of one inch. The packages should be con-
strained horizontally to prevent them from 
falling off the platform, but must be left free 
to move vertically, bounce and rotate. 

3. The test must be performed continu-
ously for one hour at a frequency that causes 
each package to be raised from the vibrating 
platform to such a degree that a piece of ma-
terial of approximately 1.6 mm (0.063 inch) 
thickness (such as steel strapping or paper-
board) can be passed between the bottom of 
any package and the platform. 

4. Immediately following the period of vi-
bration, each package shall be removed from 
the platform, turned on its side and observed 
for any evidence of leakage. 

5. Rupture or leakage from any of the 
packages constitutes failure of the test. 

[Amdt. 173–224, 55 FR 52671, Dec. 21, 1990] 

APPENDIX D TO PART 173—TEST METH-
ODS FOR DYNAMITE (EXPLOSIVE, 
BLASTING, TYPE A) 

1. TEST METHOD D–1—LEAKAGE TEST 

A wooden stick, 114 mm (4.5 inches) long 
and 4.8 mm (0.2 inch) inch in diameter, with 
a sharpened end is used to punch 5 holes in 
one end of the wrapper of a dynamite car-
tridge. A cork stopper is placed on the bot-
tom of a glass volumetric cylinder. The dy-
namite cartridge is placed, perforated end 
down, resting on the cork stopper in the cyl-
inder. The entire assembly is placed in an 
oven at 38 °C (100 °F) for 48 hours and then 
examined visually for evidence of leakage. 

2. TEST METHOD D–2—Centrifugal Exudation 
Test 

The test apparatus consists of a glass tube, 
135 mm (5.3 inches) long and one inch in di-
ameter, with both ends open, and is assem-
bled in the following manner: 

(a) Close the bottom with a plastic plug of 
diameter equal to the inner diameter of the 
glass tube; 

(b) Place a small amount of absorbent cot-
ton on top of the plug; 

(c) Place a plastic disk that matches the 
inner diameter to the glass tube and has 
seven small perforations on top of the cot-
ton; and 

(d) Place 10 g (0.35 ounce) of the dynamite 
sample on top of the disk. 

The assembled glass tube is then placed in a 
hand-operated centrifuge and spun for one 
minute at 600 rpm (revolutions per minute). 
The dynamite sample is then removed from 
the glass tube and weighed to determine the 
percent of weight loss. 

3. TEST METHOD D–3—Compression Exudation 
Test 

The entire apparatus for this test is shown 
in Figure 1 of this appendix. The test is con-
ducted using the following procedures: 

(a) A glass tube, 135 mm (5.3 inches) long 
and one inch in diameter, is held on a wood-
en base; 

(b) A small amount of absorbent cotton is 
placed into the bottom of the glass tube; 

(c) Ten g (0.35 ounce) of dynamite sample 
are placed on top of the cotton in the glass 
tube; 

(d) A small amount of absorbent cotton is 
placed on top of the dynamite sample; 

(e) A plastic disk that matches the inner 
diameter of the glass tube and has seven 
small perforations is placed on top of the 
cotton; 

(f) A plastic plug matching the inner di-
ameter of the glass tube is then placed on 
top of the disk; 

(g) The glass tube assembly is placed under 
the compression rod, and compression is ap-
plied by means of the weight on the metal 
lever rod. The sample is compressed for one 
minute; and 

(h) The dynamite sample is then removed 
from the glass tube and weighed to deter-
mine the percent of weight loss. 
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APPENDIXES E–G TO PART 173 
[RESERVED] 

APPENDIX H TO PART 173—METHOD OF 
TESTING FOR SUSTAINED COMBUS-
TIBILITY 

1. METHOD 

The method describes a procedure for de-
termining if the material when heated under 
the test conditions and exposed to an exter-
nal source of flame applied in a standard 
manner sustains combustion. 

2. PRINCIPLE OF THE METHOD 

A metal block with a concave depression 
(test portion well) is heated to a specified 
temperature. A specified volume of the ma-
terial under test is transferred to the well, 
and its ability to sustain combustion is 
noted after application and subsequent re-
moval of a standard flame under specified 
conditions. 

3. APPARATUS 

A combustibility tester consisting of a 
block of aluminum alloy or other corrosion- 
resistant metal of high thermal conductivity 
is used. The block has a concave well and a 
pocket drilled to take a thermometer. A 
small gas jet assembly on a swivel is at-
tached to the block. The handle and gas inlet 

for the gas jet may be fitted at any conven-
ient angle to the gas jet. A suitable appa-
ratus is shown in Figure 32.5.2.1 of the UN 
Manual of Test and Criteria (IBR, see (171.7 
of this subchapter), and the essential dimen-
sions are given in Figures 32.5.2.1 and 32.5.2.2 
of the UN Manual and Tests and Criteria. 
The following equipment is needed: 

(a) Gauge, for checking that the height of 
the center of the gas jet above the top of the 
test portion well is 2.2 mm (see Figure 
32.5.2.1); 

(b) Thermometer, mercury in glass, for hori-
zontal operation, with a sensitivity not less 
than 1 mm/ °C, or other measuring device of 
equivalent sensitivity permitting reading at 
0.5 °C intervals. When in position in the 
block, the thermometer bulb must be sur-
rounded with thermally conducting thermo-
plastic compound; 

(c) Hotplate, fitted with a temperature-con-
trol device. (Other types of apparatus with 
suitable temperature-control facilities may 
be employed to heat the metal block); 

(d) Stopwatch, or other suitable timing de-
vice; 

(e) Syringe, capable of delivering 2 mL to 
an accuracy of ±0.1 mL; and 

(f) Fuel source, butane test fuel. 

4. SAMPLING 

The sample must be representative of the 
material to be tested and must be supplied 
and kept in a tightly closed container prior 
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